BANISHMENT

A new film by Alex Rivera

LOG LINE

Deportations happen every hour of every day in the United States, but “deportation” appears
nowhere in the U.S. Constitution. This is the incredible true story of where deportation came from,
how it almost never began, and a roadmap towards, perhaps, ending the practice forever.

SYNOPSIS

Banishment is a scripted/documentary hybrid
about the origins of deportation. The main
storyline follows Fong Yue Ting, the first
immigrant in the United States to confront
deportation, his allies and their attorneys, as they
prepare to argue at the Supreme Court in 1893
that deportation - fundamentally - is
unconstitutional.

The characters (based on the historical record,

portrayed by actors) are trying to stop the deportation system before it gets started. As part of
preparing their legal argument, they discuss the stakes. “What if the government invents a new
national police force to chain our people up, put us on ships, and send us across the sea?” In these
moments of thinking about the future, the ‘hybridity’ of our film will come to life as we
‘flash-forward’ to our present-day reality, presented in documentary vignettes. The documentary
thread will examine how the fears of Fong Yue Ting, expressed in his Supreme Court case one
hundred and thirty years ago, have been born out. The point-of-view of the story stays with our
rebel immigrant protagonists in the late 1800s. Today’s reality - the world we all inhabit - is presented
as a kind of dream/nightmare, in documentary segments.

This hybrid approach to story precipitates from our previous work. In “The Infiltrators’ we
demonstrated that scripted and documentary material could run in parallel, that the point-of-view
could migrate between forms, and that all of this could be achieved while maintaining narrative
clarity. These ideas may sound complex on paper, but when executed thoughtfully on screen, it’s all

just storytelling.
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