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| was born in Taiwan. At 15, my parents sent me and my two younger siblings to the US for an American
education and a life beyond geopolitical turmoil. They stayed behind for work, trusting we would be cared for.
But when our uncle abruptly moved us out, we found ourselves alone—three teenagers living without adults.
My mother had planned to shuttle between the continents, but after one visit, she fell ill and passed away in
Taiwan two years later, never seeing us again. Our tourist visas expired. We soon lived undocumented, just as
my brother and | each grappled with our queer identities. My parents made this decision, hoping to give us a
brighter future, but none of us knew how it would reshape our lives forever.

After more than 30 years, a pandemic brings me back to Taiwan, shifting my ties to family and homeland in
ways | never expected. PARACHUTE KIDS weaves together my past as an unaccompanied minor in the US with
my present struggles to navigate a transnational life—an intimate exploration of my family's peculiar,
bittersweet pursuit of the American Dream.

DIRECTOR S. Leo Chiang is based in Taipei & San Francisco. His short documentary,
ISLAND IN BETWEEN, received an Oscar nomination in 2024. His previous feature
doc, OUR TIME MACHINE, was nominated for an Emmy & a Gotham Award, and won
awards at Tribeca and a dozen other international film festivals. He directed two
| episodes of the Peabody-winning 5-part PBS series, ASIAN AMERICANS. His other

= films include the Emmy-nominated A VILLAGE CALLED VERSAILLES. Leo co-founded
; A-Doc, the Asian American Documentary Network, and is a documentary branch
member of the Academy. Contact: @sleochiang




